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PASSAGES  | Matthew 6:19–24 & Matthew 25:14–30

CONCEPT
Though we all do the best we can with our income and possessions, we go 

down the wrong path when we assume that our stuff is our stuff. None of 

it belongs to us, we are only stewards. 

This world and everything in it belong to God, and he entrusts certain 

resources and relationships to each of us so that we can steward them 

wisely for the sake of his kingdom. 

KEY QUESTION
If you switched right now to living as though everything you possess 

belongs to God and has been entrusted to you to steward for the benefit  

of his kingdom, what would change in the way you live, schedule, and 

invest?

S T E WA R D S H I P  V S .  O W N E R S H I P

Read in preperation for the Sermon on September 15
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“I have held many things in my hands and I have lost 
them all. But whatever I have placed in God’s hands, 

that I still possess.”

– Martin Luther

“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep 
 to gain what he cannot lose.”

– Jim Elliot

“I place no value on anything I possess,  
except in relation to the kingdom of God.”

– David Livingstone
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What do you want in life? Happiness? A loving family? A fulfilling career? A 

meaningful community of people surrounding you? Each of those things is 

worthwhile. Probably all of us would add something about spiritual life now, 

eternal life in the future, and likely something about glorifying God through 

our lives. But do you believe it’s possible that your stated pursuit in life may 

differ from the thing(s) you’re actually pursuing? 

How do you know what is most important to you? You can start by looking 

at your calendar. Where are you devoting the majority of your time? You can 

also check your receipts. The way you spend your money is a pretty solid 

indicator of what you’re really pursuing in life. It’s hard to argue that we 

don’t care about the things we spend the most money on. And this is true 

whether our salaries and budgets are large or small. We are all choosing to 

put our money toward some things and not other things. 

The purpose of this session is to explore where and how we are investing 

the resources God gives to us. Because where we invest our resources says 

something important about where our hearts are directed. As you read 

through this session, be sure to consider the Scriptures being referenced 

and to wrestle with the reflection questions. This isn’t about finishing a study 

guide; it’s about examining our hearts before God and offering ourselves to 

him as his servants. 

WHERE IS YOUR TREASURE?
Scripture is clear that God provides for his people. He gives us material 

blessings for which we must be thankful. But even though every good  

thing comes from God, we are warned about how our possessions can affect 

our hearts:

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 

destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where  

thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there  

your heart will be also” (Matt. 6:19–21). 
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This is a warning we seem to be intentionally ignoring in 21st century 

America. “Laying up treasures” is par for the course. It may not be that 

we’re all extremely greedy or callous to the needs of others. It’s certainly not 

that we all feel wealthy. The warning is given for our own good. Where our 

treasure is, that’s also where our heart will be. 

So where is your treasure? Where are you investing? We can tell ourselves 

that we don’t worship our money or possessions. We can insist that we use 

our money just like everyone else and that this doesn’t have any implications 

for our spiritual lives. But Jesus spoke these words for a reason. So where is 

your heart?

It actually gets more convicting than this, as Jesus goes on to say, 

“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the 

other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot 

serve God and money” (v. 24). 

You cannot serve God and money. Why would Jesus say this? He obviously 

knew that this would be a problem for us. He obviously knew how serious 

this problem is. So he warns us: be careful that your money is not your 

master. You can’t have it both ways. And if you simply float with the current, 

you’re making a passive choice to serve the wrong master.

It’s important that we see what Jesus is doing in this passage. He’s not 

trying to guilt us into doing the right thing. His argument is actually 

this: putting your time, energy, and money into material things is a poor 

investment. It’ll be a flash in the pan, but it won’t last, you’ll be left with 

nothing. 

And here we get to the root of the issue. It’s easy to say that we want God 

more than we want wealth and material comforts. But do we really? When 

God prompts us to give, to bless someone else, to invite someone else 

to share the blessings we’ve received, or to go without so that someone 

can eat or get off the street, is the choice difficult? Are we really as 

dispassionate about our money as we claim?
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Jesus tells a two-sentence parable in Matthew 13:44: “The kingdom of 

heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered 

up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.” Is 

the kingdom of heaven anything like this for you? What would you sell to 

gain the life Jesus is offering you? To be clear, we don’t earn God’s kingdom 

through our money or any other way, but if we’re unwilling to part with 

our money in order to see the kingdom become a reality, then we’ll never 

experience it. 

It’s not about never spending money. But watch yourself as you try to 

rationalize why you need more, bigger, better, newer. It’s easy to convince 

yourself that you need at least what everyone else has. 

Randy Alcorn explores the biblical concept that when you die, you can’t 

take any of your stuff with you (Eccl. 5:15, Ps. 49:16–20), then he makes a 

comparison with the Egyptian Pharaohs, who were buried with their vast 

wealth so they could enjoy it in the afterlife. Of course, when explorers and 

tomb raiders came looking centuries later, all of the treasure was still sitting 

there surrounding the royal mummies. Alcorn says,

“When Jesus speaks of moths and rust and thieves taking our earthly 

treasures, he is saying in effect: ‘You can’t take it with you.’ But then he adds 

something breathtaking, something revolutionary, a brand-new corollary to 

the old adage: ‘You can’t take it with you, but…you can send it on ahead.’”

For Jesus, this “sending ahead” looks like selling your possessions and giving 

to the poor, and thereby finding treasure in heaven (Luke 12:33). It looks 

like throwing a party for the poor, who have no means of repaying you for 

your generosity in this life (Luke 14:13–14). Jesus says this is an investment 

in the kingdom and will be rewarded in the resurrection. It’s not just about 

self-sacrifice, it’s also about wise investments. Will we be satisfied with the 

meager pleasures and return on investment we can experience in this life, or 

do we want something more? Jesus says there is something more if we have 

the eyes to look for it. 



STEWARDSHIP VS. OWNERSHIP | 6

1. Try to imagine your budget and where all of your 
resources are being invested or spent. Based solely 
on your budget, what does it appear you are most 
concerned about? 
 

2. Spending money on material things does not mean 
you are not investing in God’s kingdom. In what ways 
would you say you’ve invested yourself (financially, 
relationally, or through acts of service) in the things 
God is doing in the world around you?  
 

3. If Jesus came and pointed out one aspect of the way 
you use your resources that could be better used for 
the kingdom, what would it be? 
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A N S W E R S  &  N O T E S
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STEWARDS
In Matthew 6, Jesus calls us to consider our resources in light of the eternal 

rewards. In Matthew 25, Jesus tells the parable of the talents to help us 

consider our resources from a different angle: stewardship. With this 

paradigm shift, we learn to see that in the ultimate analysis, we do not own 

any of the things we consider our own. Everything we have—our money, 

assets, possessions, families, even our own lives—are ours only insofar as we 

are stewards. They belong to God, and he entrusts them to us to use wisely. 

In this parable, the Master returns to find what each servant had done with 

the Master’s money. The Master would come across as judgmental if he was 

critiquing the way each person used their own money. But he’s checking on 

his own money—the servants were tasked with caring for and investing that 

money for the Master. What they did with the investment mattered because 

they had been given a stewardship to use it wisely.

In Luke 16, Jesus told a parable about a manager who was losing his job. 

This manager was “shrewd,” so he took the money he was about to lose 

access to and invested it in relationships so that when the money was 

gone, he would have friends to care for him. It’s a weird parable, but the 

point is using our material wealth to invest in things that matter. What are 

those things? It’s not accumulating wealth and comfort. It’s people and 

relationships and eternal investment. Jesus says the point of the story is this:

“One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is 

dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. If then you have not been 

faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 

And if you have not been faithful in that which is another’s, who will give 

you that which is your own? No servant can serve two masters, for either 

he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and 

despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.” (vv. 10–13)

Sometimes we think, “If only I had $ ______ I could do some good for the 

kingdom.” But Jesus says that’s not right. It’s not about what you would do 

if you had more money. It’s about what you are currently doing with what 

you have right now. 
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As stewards, we all “stand or fall before our own Master” (Rom. 14:12). 

It doesn’t matter what anyone else thinks of us. It’s not about trying to 

impress anyone or meet anyone’s expectations. It’s simply about following 

the leading of our Master. When he blesses us materially, we need to always 

ask what he wants us to do with those blessings. We can also bet that he’s 

not trying to get us to accumulate more and more wealth.

Paul uses this principle to help us think about how we should be using our 

physical bodies: “You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. 

So glorify God in your body” (1 Cor. 6:19–20). The same principle applies to 

our use of resources. We belong to him. All of our stuff belongs to him. So 

glorify God with your stuff. 

Continue to answer the questions listed on the next page.
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4. As you examine the way you spend or invest the 
resources God has entrusted to you, do your actions 
reflect that you are stewarding God’s resources, or are 
you acting like you own what you have? Why do you 
say that? 
 
 

5. If you switched right now to living as though 
everything you possess belongs to God and has 
been entrusted to you to steward for the benefit of 
his kingdom, what would change in the way you live, 
schedule, and invest?  
 
 

6. Spend some time in prayer. Acknowledge that 
everything you are and everything you own ultimately 
belongs to God. Pray that he would direct your heart 
according to his will, and that as you pursue his 
kingdom, it would not feel like a burden but would feel 
like a person trading his meagre possessions to gain 
an unimaginable treasure. 
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A N S W E R S  &  N O T E S
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PASSAGES  | Leviticus 27:30, Exodus 36:1–7, & Malachi 3:8–12

CONCEPT
Tithing is an Old Testament principle where God’s people were called to 

immediately give God ten percent of everything he blessed them with. While 

this principle isn’t specifically repeated in the New Testament, we all need 

to consider how this principle should shape the way we use and think about 

the resources God entrusts to us. 

KEY QUESTION
What are your fears related to tithing? What benefits do you see in giving 

God ten percent of everything he blesses you with?

F R O M  N O T H I N G  T O  T I T H I N G

Read in preperation for the Sermon on September 22
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“Every tenth portion of the land, whether of the seed 
of the land or of the fruit of the trees, is the LORD’s; it 

is holy to the LORD.” 

– Leviticus 27:30

“Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the first 
fruits of all your produce; then your barns will be filled 
with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine.”

– Proverbs 3:9–10

“Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you 
say, ‘How have we robbed you?’ In your tithes and 
contributions. You are cursed with a curse, for you 

are robbing me, the whole nation of you. Bring the full 
tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my 
house. And thereby put me to the test, says the LORD 
of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for 

you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no 
more need.”

– Malachi 3:8–10
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The principle of tithing is nowhere commanded in the New Testament. 

So in exploring this topic, we have to exercise caution. There are many 

Old Testament laws we simply do not practice today because there is 

a difference between where we live and stand on this side of the cross 

compared to where Israel lived and stood in the Old Testament. Take, for 

example, the entire sacrificial system. We no longer offer the blood of bulls 

and goats to God because of the monumental difference Jesus makes in 

how we relate to God. For this reason, we won’t be simply reading about the 

tithe in the Old Testament and applying it directly to our lives and finances 

today. Instead, we will carefully explore the principle and ask what it has to 

say about our lives today.

So what is tithing? “Tithe” means “tenth.” It’s an old Testament principle 

that called Israel to give the first ten percent of everything they received 

to the Lord: “Every tenth portion of the land, whether of the seed of the 

land or of the fruit of the trees, is the LORD’s” (Lev. 27:30). This was an 

automatic process for Israel. With everything they earned or received, they 

immediately knew where the first and best was going.

TITHING FOR NEW TESTAMENT CHRISTIANS? 
This is precisely the point at which we need to be very careful. On the one 

hand, we can’t apply Old Testament principles directly to New Testament 

Christians. On the other hand, tithing seems to be a valuable principle 

that still acknowledges something important. So while the New Testament 

doesn’t tell us directly that we need to give ten percent of everything to 

God, the people to whom the New Testament was written already had the 

concept of tithing engrained in them. The New Testament calls Christians 

to give sacrificially, but we should remember that these calls to sacrificial 

giving were given to people who were almost certainly already giving the 

first tenth of everything to God’s work. 

Clearly, then, tithing is a matter of following our conscience before the 
Lord. But consider how valuable this principle would be for us today. 

Tithing has always been a way of acknowledging that everything we have 
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comes from God and belongs to him. As we explored in the previous 

session, we are stewards of the goods that God himself owns and entrusts 

to our care. So consider how it would affect the way your think about your 

resources if, with everything you receive, you immediately gave ten percent 

to God. For many, this would be a drastic shift in thinking. But how healthy 

to acknowledge in practice that our stuff is not our own and that God can 

naturally have the first cut of what is being entrusted to us!

If you’ve never tithed before, it can be a scary thought. Few of us go 

through life feeling like we have all the money and resources we need. No 

one would choose to take a ten percent pay cut, so why would we willingly 

part with this much of our money? What if we don’t have enough at the 

end of the month? What’s more—what if I know at the beginning of the 

month that I won’t have enough without all 100% of my income? There are 

fears, and our fears are often valid. But as we saw in the previous session, 

there are also benefits. It’s left to us to do the cost/benefit analysis: not 

just in terms of dollar figures, but in light of the whole physical and spiritual 

picture. What makes the most sense?
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1. Do you now or have you in the past practiced tithing? 
If so, how did you get into this habit and what are 
your initial thoughts on it? If not, is there a specific 
reason why you avoid doing so? (This question 
isn’t meant to shame anyone—we all process things 
like this differently. Feel free to pass, but if you’re 
comfortable being honest, it will help everyone 
process this in a healthy way.)  
 
 
 

2. What are your fears related to tithing?  
 
 
 

3. What benefits can you see in tithing? 
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A N S W E R S  &  N O T E S
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COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS
In talking about the blessings of a regular habit of tithing, Randy Alcorn 

says: 

“Tithing requires calculation. When we deal specifically with the amounts 

God has provided, we assess God’s goodness to us. We literally count our 

blessings, thanking him for his generosity. Tithing was, and still can be, a 

built-in reminder at every juncture of life of our unlimited debt to God.”

God’s blessings in our lives are, of course, far greater than the amount we 

earn in a given year. But they are not less than that. Tithing leads us into a 

healthy relationship with our money. First, we take stock of what we have 

been blessed with. It’s vital that we thank God for his blessings. Second, 

we relate ourselves rightly to that blessing by responding in gratitude and 

acknowledging that the money is and always has been his. 

The ten percent in tithing can become a hang up. Why put an exact 

percentage on our gratitude toward God? In light of our last session, it’s 

better to view every dollar as belonging to the Lord. We can and should use 

everything for God’s glory and purposes. 

One helpful example of this comes in Exodus 36. The Lord’s house was to be 

constructed, so the people brought a “freewill offering,” meaning that they 

brought whatever the Lord laid on their hearts to bring. It wasn’t a matter 

of counting up a certain percentage, they simply brought resources as they 

saw fit. This is a beautiful reminder that tithing is just a starting point. It’s 

not a cap. God may well call us to give much more than that—either during 

certain seasons or more regularly. But tithing helps us with the principle of 

regular giving that we set aside for the Lord’s work. 

In 1 Corinthians 16, Paul addresses the church about a collection he is taking 

up to help a church in need. He’s not giving us laws to follow here, but he 

reiterates the same principle that tithing helps us embody: regularly setting 

aside money so it can be given directly to the work of the Lord.
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“Concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches of 

Galatia, so you also are to do. On the first day of every week, each of you is 

to put something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so that there will 

be no collecting when I come.” (vv. 1–2)

We have freedom before the Lord in how specifically we give. But we would 

be foolish to ignore the principles he has utilized as well as the warnings 

he has given us about what hording money can do to our hearts. In light of 

all of this, then take some time to consider what you want to do with the 

resources God has entrusted to you.

Continue to answer the questions listed on the next page.
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4. Tithing is an Old Testament principle that is not 
specifically reiterated in the New Testament. This 
means we have some freedom in how we interact 
with this principle today. What is your opinion 
on tithing at this point? Do you think it’s helpful, 
harmful, important, unnecessary, etc.? 
 

5. How do you see tithing helping to accomplish 
God’s mission in the world?  
 
 

6. Spend some time in prayer. The most important 
aspect of our money is what it reveals about our 
hearts and how it ties in with God’s purposes in 
this world. Pray that he would draw your heart to 
himself. Ask him to give you wisdom, clarity, and 
joy in how he wants you to use the resources he 
has entrusted to you. 
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A N S W E R S  &  N O T E S
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PASSAGES  | 2 Corinthians 8–9

CONCEPT
In the passages you’ll examine for this session, you will see the early church 

giving sacrificially to meet the needs of their brothers and sisters in Christ. 

While tithing is vital for acknowledging God’s ownership of all of our 

resources as well as the importance of God’s mission, giving to meet specific 

needs is a matter of following God’s lead and investing ourselves in things 

that matter. 

KEY QUESTION
Overall, where have you been “sowing” in terms of the investment of your 

resources? What have you been “reaping” from those investments? 

F R O M  T I T H I N G  T O  S A C R I F I C I A L  G I V I N G

Read in preperation for the Sermon on September 29
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“Grace and gratitude belong together like heaven and 
earth. Grace evokes gratitude like the voice an echo. 
Gratitude follows grace as thunder follows lightning.”

– Karl Barth

“We who formerly treasured money and possessions 
more than anything else now hand over everything we 

have to a treasure for all and share it with everyone 
who needs it.”

– Justin Martyr (100–165 AD)

“Our Father refreshes us on the journey with some 
pleasant inns, but will not encourage us to mistake 

them for home.”
– C. S. Lewis

“And so it is that when a man walks along a road, the 
lighter he travels, the happier he is; equally, on this 

journey of life, a man is more blessed if he does not 
pant beneath a burden of riches.”

– Tertullian (160–220 AD)

“Mo’ money, mo’ problems.”
– Biggie Smalls
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MEETING NEEDS AS THEY ARISE
In the previous session, we looked at the concept of tithing. This is an 

important step toward re-allocating our money in a way that acknowledges 

our stewardship of God’s resources. But even if we get dialed in with the 

tithing principle, there is still more to be said about giving. 

In 2 Corinthians 8–9, we have an excellent example of sacrificial giving 

beyond regular tithing. Here, Paul is working with the church in Corinth, 

along with other churches, to collect money for other Christians in need. As 

he discusses this collection, Paul gives us a number of vital principles to help 

us think through the concept of sacrificial giving. 

First, we have to recognize that this is not about compulsion. It’s not a 

fee, it’s a gift. Paul refers to this offering as “a willing gift, not an exaction” 

(9:6). He says that “each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion” (9:7). In other words, what individual 

Christians are giving here to help the needs of others is a personal matter. 

They have freedom in how much to give. And while Paul urges them to 

step up and help meet the needs of their brothers and sisters, he’s not 

manipulating their giving. It has to flow from the heart. 
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1. Have you ever experienced a time when God called 
you to give to a specific person or situation? What 
was that like?  
 
 

2. How do you know when God is calling you to meet a 
specific need? 
 
 
 

3. Have you ever unexpectedly received a gift from 
someone else that was designed to meet your needs? 
What was that like? 
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A N S W E R S  &  N O T E S
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YOU REAP WHAT YOU SOW
Paul was not a salesman. In fact, he was conscientious about not taking 

money from people for ministry at certain points, because he wanted to 

make it clear that he wasn’t trying to make money off the gospel (see 1 

Cor. 9 and 2 Cor. 4). What he’s doing in 2 Corinthians 8–9 is pointing out a 

need and calling on God’s people to respond as God moved their hearts. 

Paul said it was a privilege to help meet someone else’s need (8:4). For 

this reason, some of the people in the Macedonian churches had already 

given “according to their means,” and even “beyond their means” (8:2–3). 

This means they gave more than they could really afford to give, even “out 

of their extreme poverty.” Why would anyone do this? How could Paul 

have taken that money to help other people in need?  

It’s reminiscent of Jesus’ story about a woman giving two pennies in the 

temple (Mark 12:43–44). Rich people dropped large amounts of money 

into the offering plate, but this woman gave more than anyone else, 

because she gave all she had. Think of how much someone would have to 

revere the Lord’s work to donate the last of their resources! Think of how 

much trust someone would have to have in the Lord to give everything! 

It’s not about the amount. It never has been, it’s about what your giving 

reveals about your heart. We can use our money in a way that further 

invests our hearts in things that don’t matter. Or we can intentionally use 

our resources in a way that will shape our hearts for the Lord’s mission in 

this world. Randy Alcorn states it powerfully:

“Wealth entrenches us in the present world. Financial commitments and 

debts can be like spikes chained to our legs and driven into the ground, 

making us unresponsive to God’s call to serve him somewhere. God may 

never call me on from my home or business or country. But I must be in 

a position to say yes if he does…It’s considered normal to keep far more 

than we give. I’m convinced the greatest deterrent to our giving is this: 

the illusion that earth is our home. Where we choose to store our treasure 

depends largely on where we think our home is….It all comes down to the 

question: ‘Where’s your home?’ To the Christian, God gives a clear answer. 

The only question is whether we’ll live as if that answer is true.”
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Paul offers us a valuable summary statement of why sacrificial giving 

matters: we reap what we sow (9:6). So how and where are you reaping? 

And what are you sowing? These are vital questions because the answers 

will tell us where our hearts have been moving and will be a pretty 

accurate predictor of the path we are heading down. 
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4. What concepts do you see in 2 Corinthians 8–9 
that are significant factors for how you think about 
your resources? Why are these standing out to 
you? 
 
 

5. Have you experienced a time when you “sowed” to 
the kingdom in a unique way and saw a “harvest” 
from that? What was that like?  
 

6. Is there anything you would like to change about 
the way you are “reaping” or “sowing” right now? 
 

7. Spend some time in prayer. Offer your finances to 
God. Ask him to show you the needs he wants you 
to meet. Pray for the grace to listen to his guidance 
and to follow him in faith.
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A N S W E R S  &  N O T E S
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PASSAGES  | Luke 12:13–21, Matthew 16:24–28, & 1 Timothy 6:6–10

CONCEPT
The book of Acts describes the early church as a family, where every person 

is caring for the others and meeting any needs that arise. This vision is 

compelling, but if we are going to see this become a reality in the modern 

church, it will require us to weed out the materialism that crowds out our 

capacity to share our resources the way families do. 

KEY QUESTION
How can you begin investing in relationships more than you invest in 

material possessions?

FA M I LY

Read in preperation for the Sermon on October 6
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“God created us to love people and use things, but 
materialists love things and use people.”

 
– Randy Alcorn

“For over a hundred years, a large part of the 
American people has imagined that the virtual 

meaning of life lies in the acquisition of ever-increasing 
status, income, and authority.” 

– Robert Bellah

“The lust for affluence in contemporary society has 
become psychotic; it has completely lost touch with 

reality.” 

– Richard Foster

“I have made many millions, but they have brought  
me no happiness.” 

– John D. Rockefeller
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LOOSENING THE GRIP OF MATERIALISM
Jesus said, “one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions” 

(Luke 12:15). Do we believe that? We’re quick to say we believe this, but is 

there any evidence in our lives that we haven’t bought into the pursuit of 

abundant possessions above all else? 

We are all pursuing money and possessions to a certain extent. Have you 

ever considered where that pursuit is headed? Where does it end? Jesus 

asked the question in a powerful way: “What does it profit a man if he gains 

the whole world and forfeits his soul?” (Matt. 16:26). This is where it ends. 

If you are successful in your pursuit of wealth, possessions, or power, even 

if you are wildly successful in this far beyond anyone who has ever lived, 

you’ve made no profit. Why? Because your soul is infinitely more valuable 

than your stuff. By pursuing possessions we are forfeiting our souls.

You’ve heard this before, and we in America have a way of hearing things 

like this without letting it bother us too much. We all know how to keep 

our heads down and keep moving. After all, we can’t just drop out of 

the rat race. We can’t just adopt a radically different view of money and 

possessions than the society in which we live.

Or can we? 

Jesus and his followers certainly seemed to think we could do it. One of 

the things that Paul calls us to “put to death” within ourselves (in addition 

to evil desires and sexual impurity) is covetousness. This isn’t an innocent 

part of American culture. It’s something the New Testament explicitly and 

consistently mentions as antithetical to God’s purposes for his people. 

John Calvin said it like this: “Where riches hold the dominion of the heart, 

God has lost His authority.” Who controls your heart? Who do you truly 

worship? Randy Alcorn offers helpful clarification: “Everything material we 

have, including money, is either a tool or an idol. If we fail to use it as a tool 

for God’s intended purposes, it mutates into an idol.”
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It doesn’t matter how much money we have, we can’t afford to be harboring 

idols. So before we talk about what it looks like to prioritize relationships 

over possessions, take a minute to gauge the level of materialism in your 

life right now. We have to weed some of this out before the seeds of 

relationship can grow. 
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1. Can you think of a time when you passed up a chance 
to make more money? Why did you do this? 
 
 

2. What are some primary factors that pull you toward 
materialism? (People, habits, places?) 
 
 

3. How would you summarize the Bible’s teaching on 
possessions? 
 
 

4. What are some very specific forms of materialism you 
can weed out of your life right now? (Purchases you 
can stop making, pursuits you can abandon, etc.?) 
 
 
 

5. How would you characterize your level of investment 
in people? Who? How? How does it compare to your 
investment in material possessions? 
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INVESTING IN PEOPLE OVER POSSESSIONS

Randy Alcorn says: “Materialism is a lie that Satan whispers in our ears: 

‘If you had this thing or this person, you’d finally be happy.’ As long as we 

live by the lie, regardless of what we say we believe, we will be practicing 

materialists.” 

So how about you? Are you believing the lie that you’ll find happiness and 

satisfaction in stuff? Or are you learning to invest in people? This means 

more than money, of course. Relationships always require time. But living 

together as a family means meeting the needs we see around us. Loving 

our neighbor as ourselves means more than giving away our money, but it 

often means exactly that. When Jesus affirmed to a Jewish lawyer that the 

most important command was to love God and to love one’s neighbor as 

oneself, he clarified (at least) two things by telling the parable of the Good 

Samaritan (Luke 10:25–37). First, our neighbor is anyone we encounter, not 

just the people we enjoy. And second, loving our neighbor might mean 

investing our time and our money in meeting the tangible needs of people 

we don’t even know. 

In our families, we meet each other’s needs as they arise. This is how it 

should be in the church. We invest in each other’s lives. We care for and 

learn to enjoy each other. We value each other and lift each other up. We’re 

better when we’re together. We’re stronger and more effective. When we 

begin to live this way, we find ourselves using our possessions not just to 

satisfy our own desires, but to love and care for the people around us.  

 

This is exactly what we find the early church doing in Acts 2:42–47 and 

4:32–37. It’s this beautiful vision that drives us to view our stuff differently 

than we used to. This is the way the transforming grace of God changes our 

relationship to money and possessions. This is how God pulls us away from 

possessions and toward people. 
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6. What are a few things you can do to begin investing in 
people over possessions? 
 
 

7. Spend some time in prayer. Ask God to root out the 
materialism in your lives. Pray that he would give you 
a deeper investment in relationships. Ask him how he 
wants to use your time and resources for his kingdom. 
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PASSAGES  | Deuteronomy 8:11–20 & Matthew 25:31–46

CONCEPT
God cares deeply for the poor. It’s not about who deserves money or wealth, 

it’s about following his call to use the resources he has entrusted to us to 

care for the people around us. 

KEY QUESTION
What are some next steps you can take (as an individual or collectively) to 

care for the poor? 

T H E  P O O R

Read in preperation for the Sermon on October 13
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“That bread which you keep belongs to the hungry; 
that coat which you preserve in your wardrobe, to 
the naked; those shoes which are rotting in your 

possession, to the shoe-less; that gold which you have 
hidden in the ground, to the needy. Wherefore, as 

often as you are able to help others, and refuse, so 
often did you do them wrong.”

- Augustine (354–430 AD)

“Obedience to the Great Commission has more 
consistently been poisoned by affluence than by 

anything else.”

- Ralph Winter

“Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the LORD, 
and he will repay him for his deed.”

- Proverbs 19:17
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GOD’S HEART FOR THE POOR
Throughout the Bible, God is consistently concerned that his people care 

for others who are in need. This emphasis is so strong that when someone 

does their first study on what the Bible says about the poor, they’re often 

shocked at how many times the Bible addresses this. And it’s all the more 

shocking because of how seldom we tend to talk about it in our churches. 

There are a few Proverbs that warn against laziness, and Paul warns that 

the one who doesn’t work should not eat (2 Thess. 3:10). But these few 

statements are dwarfed by the incessant commands throughout Scripture 

where God calls his people to provide for the one in need. The scope 

of these commands is huge. From the Old Testament law that forbade 

Israelites from gleaning up to the edges of their fields (which left food in the 

privately owned fields of God’s people for the poor to come and glean, see 

Lev. 23:22), to the parable of the Good Samaritan (which calls God’s people 

to meet the needs of anyone they encounter, see Luke 10), to Jesus’ warning 

that in refusing to meet the needs of the poor we are refusing him (Matt. 

25:45), statements about God’s heart for the poor are strong and persistent.  

So as we consider what God would have us do with our material resources, 

we cannot ignore the poor. We sometimes have a resistance to helping the 

poor around us because we don’t feel like we should have to give our hard-

earned money to help people who don’t deserve it or who will squander it. 

That’s understandable, but God zooms everything out and tells us what’s 

really going on.

In Deuteronomy 8, God’s people were about to enter the Promised Land and 

receive the land and material blessings he had been promising them. But 

from the very beginning, he had to warn them that they would be tempted 

to see their wealth as the result of their own labor. Consider the way God 

frames this:

“Beware lest you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand 

have gotten me this wealth.’ You shall remember the LORD your God, for it 

is he who gives you power to get wealth, that he may confirm his covenant 

that he swore to your fathers, as it is this day” (Deut. 8:17–18).
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God is saying that you don’t have any wealth due to your own hard work 

or intelligence, any wealth you have comes down to his provision. He gives 

power. He gives wealth. So it’s not a matter of us being called to give 

away something that is rightfully ours. It comes back to the question of 

stewardship vs. ownership. Who’s stuff is it in the first place? If it’s God’s, do 

we have any right to fight against what he’s calling us to do with it?

Read through and consider Deuteronomy 8:11–20 and Matthew 25:31–46. 

Think of any other biblical statements about caring for the poor that you’re 

aware of. Then use the questions to reflect on this. 
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1. What is your experience with caring for the poor? 
(Have you had a season like this? Are you doing 
anything now? What are your successes and failures in 
this?) 
 
 

2. How would you summarize the Bible’s teaching on the 
poor? 
 
 

3. Why do you think God says so much about his people 
caring for the poor? 
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MORE THAN A CHURCH PROGRAM
When we think of caring for the poor, we often think of donating to 

an organization. This can be an important step, but the Bible’s call to 

use our resources to care for the poor is actually more radical than 

that. Throughout church history, Christians have been following these 

commands by simply caring for the people around them who are in need. 

That has typically meant direct involvement that stems from investing in 

friends, neighbors, and even strangers that cross our paths. 

In explaining the early church’s care for the poor, Randy Alcorn cites 

a statement from the 4th century emperor Julian. He was no fan of 

Christians, but his complaint is telling: “The impious Galileans [Christians] 

support not only their own poor but ours as well; everyone can see  

that our people lack aid from us.” This matches a statement from  

several generations before made by the theologian Tertullian: “It is our 

care of the helpless, our practice of loving kindness that brands us in 

the eyes of many of our opponents. ‘Only look,’ they say, ‘look how  

they love one another!’”

These are descriptions of people who love God choosing to take action in 

response to the needs of the people they met. We’ve already talked about 

the parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10, but this is exactly what 

Jesus describes there. It doesn’t matter who’s lying there hurt, it doesn’t 

matter what we have going on, it doesn’t matter how unworthy the person 

may be—if we see someone in need, “loving your neighbor as yourself” 

means meeting their needs. 

Our response to the hurting people around us can involve giving money 

to organizations that will help care for their needs. But the parable of the 

Good Samaritan describes a more direct involvement. Who do you see in 

need? How can you meet some of those needs? These are the questions 

that flow out of love for our neighbors, and they bring us closer to God’s 

heart for the poor. 
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4. Is there anyone in your life right now who is in need 
that you could help? How so? 
 
 

5. What are some next steps you can take (as an 
individual or collectively) to care for the poor? 
 
 

6. Spend some time in prayer. Ask God to shape your 
heart to match his. Pray that he would open your eyes 
to the needs and opportunities around you.
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PASSAGES  | Joshua 3, Exodus 19:9–13, & John 17:14–19

CONCEPT
At different points in Israel’s history, God called them to “consecrate” 

themselves—to set themselves apart for his use. We have been made holy—

consecrated—through Jesus, but we still have unique opportunities to 

consecrate ourselves to God for a specific purpose. 

KEY QUESTION
If you wanted to consecrate yourself for a specific task, how would you do 

that?

C O N S E C R AT I O N

Read in preperation for the Sermon on October 20
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Then Joshua said to the people, “Consecrate yourselves, 
for tomorrow the LORD will do wonders among you.” 

– Joshua 3:5

The LORD said to Moses, “Go to the people and 
consecrate them today and tomorrow, and let them wash 
their garments and be ready for the third day. For on the 
third day the LORD will come down on Mount Sinai in the 

sight of all the people.” 

– Exodus 19:10–11

“We have been consecrated through the offering of the 
body of Jesus Christ once for all.” 

 – Hebrews 10:10

“If anyone cleanses himself from what is dishonorable, he 
will be a vessel for honorable use, consecrated, useful to 

the master of the house, ready for every good work.” 

– 2 Timothy 2:21
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STEPPING INTO THE HOLY
After God delivered his people—Israel—from slavery in Egypt, he led them 

into the Promised Land. This was to be their new home, a place in the world 

in which he would live amongst them as their God, in which they would 

enjoy the blessings of a people who lived together according to the Law 

of the Lord. Because of their hard hearts, a relatively straightforward trip 

across the desert turned into 40 years of wandering and waiting for God’s 

promise to be fulfilled. At the beginning of the book of Joshua, God’s people 

are about to cross the Jordan River, which was essentially the gateway into 

the Promised Land. 

Crossing the Jordan was a significant moment because this was the moment 

in which God’s long-awaited promises were going to begin to become 

reality. The crossing itself showed the significance: as they walked into the 

river to cross it, the waters were “cut off from flowing” and “stood in one 

heap.” God was rolling out the red carpet, so to speak. By allowing them to 

cross the Jordan River on dry ground, he was simultaneously connecting 

this moment with the dry-bottom Red Sea crossing 40 years earlier (the 

moment when they first exited slavery) and also reminding them that he had 

the power to do the impossible. 

But the day before they stepped into the river to enter this journey the Lord 

had prepared for them, Joshua gave them these instructions: “Consecrate 

yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do wonders among you” (Joshua 

3:5).

God was going to do something big, so they consecrated themselves as a 

means of preparing. 

So what in the world does “consecrate” mean? Consecrate stems from the 

word “holy.” It means to treat something with respect or awe. It means 

to be singled out. It means to be set apart. Joshua was using the word in 

a verb form, so he was telling the people to set themselves apart for the 

task. Something big was about to happen, so they prepared themselves by 

pulling themselves away from what was ordinary, which means intentionally 

stepping into the holy.
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The Old Testament also speaks of consecrating animals, altars, utensils, 

places, and people. For another powerful example of this, read Exodus 

19:9–13. Depending on the circumstances, consecration was a means of 

acknowledging that something was being set aside for special use to the 

Lord. This concept isn’t familiar to us today, but it shouldn’t be too hard to 

see how this could be a helpful practice for us.
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1. In your own words, what does it mean for something 
to be consecrated? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Why would the process of consecration be important 
in the Old Testament? 
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CONSECRATED IN CHRIST
In the New Testament, concepts of holiness are reframed around the person 

of Jesus. He is the anointed, holy, consecrated one. Just as in the Old 

Testament a form of the Hebrew word for holy is translated “consecrated,” 

so in the New Testament the Greek word for holy is sometimes translated 

as “sanctified,” which basically means the same thing as consecrated. It’s 

making something holy, setting it apart from what is ordinary or profane. 

In John 17, Jesus says that he “consecrated” himself so that his followers will 

be “sanctified” in the truth. For whatever reason, the ESV uses two different 

words, but the Greek word is the same. Holiness is a unique concept in the 

New Testament because Jesus embodies holiness. He is the Holy One. But 

shockingly, we are also made holy through our contact with Jesus. This is 

what it means to be a follower of Jesus. He makes us holy. He sanctifies us; 

consecrates us. We are called “saints” throughout the New Testament, which 

again comes from the Greek word for holy.

So while this is true of us in a powerful way as followers of Jesus—we are 

made holy, we are consecrated—we can still choose to set ourselves apart 

for the Lord’s use at key times and in key ways for a significant event. It’s 

not about making ourselves acceptable to God—Jesus has done that once 

for all through the cross. It’s about treating a moment or season in our 

lives as holy or significant, and setting something aside for the Lord’s use. 

That may be our own bodies or some portion of our money. It may be our 

homes or our churches (many churches call their main gathering place a 

“sanctuary,” which again stems from the word “holy”). 

There is nothing magical in the concept of consecration. It’s simply a means 

of preparing ourselves to see and experience the work of God. The reality 

is that he is always at work. But we often miss or underappreciate his work 

because we pass it by without recognizing its significance. 

The call here is to recover the concept of consecration and to think through 

how we can offer ourselves, our resources, or our property to the Lord for 

his work at a specific time for a specific purpose. 
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3. What does it mean for us to be consecrated (or 
sanctified or made holy)? Try to speak in practical 
terms, not just abstractions. 
 
 

4. If you wanted to consecrate yourself for a specific 
task, how would you do that? 
 
 
 

5. What would it look like to join together with a group 
of people in consecrating yourselves?  
 
 
 

6. Spend some time in prayer. Ask God to consecrate 
you for his purposes. Offer yourself to him, set 
yourself aside for his purposes. 
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